Phyllanthera piforsteriana (Apocynaceae) is described from the Sepik River basin in Papua New Guinea. Distributional notes are also provided for P. lancifolia, a frequent associate of the new species but otherwise rarely represented in herbarium collections.
Introduction
Phyllanthera Blume (1826 Blume ( : 1048 is a genus of 9 vining species collectively ranging from Southeast Asia to Australia (Ionta 2009 ). With a conspectus of 7 species, New Guinea is the generic center of diversity.
A colorful species of Phyllanthera was recently discovered during a multi-year schedule of expeditions to the upper Sepik. In the following discussion, Phyllanthera piforsteriana is formally described from these exploratory surveys. Distributional and taxonomic notes are also briefly presented for P. lancifolia (Forster 1991 : 381) Venter (2001 , a rarely seen congener despite being a common and characteristic vine in Sepik habitats where it occurs.
Methods
Taxonomic descriptions are based on the measurements and qualitative attributes from dried specimens (excepting flower measurements from bottled collections). Characters determined in situ from living plants are reported separately as 'field characters'.
The corolla tube measurements are expressed as: length × basal width × distal width (at the sinus). The similar protocol for the filaments is: length × basal width × distal width (at the anthers).
Silica-dried leaf samples have been inserted with the M duplicate for Takeuchi Phyllanthera lancifolia (P.I.Forst.) Venter (2001: 566) . Fig. 1 .
Cryptolepis lancifolia Forster (1991: 381 1. Summary of the principal distinctions between Phyllanthera piforsteriana and the species closest to it (P. takeuchiana).
1 extracted from Forster (2002) , and refined by examination of the LAE isotype.
